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Oregon Chapter American Fisheries Society
JIDIEIEEN pRresIDENT'S CORNER:
PRESIDENT’S 1
CORNER Woo! WE did it! As | sit down to write this the airport, discovering the incredible band for our
President’s Corner, | am reflecting on what an banquet, and organizing the memorable trip to the
extraordinary meeting our Chapter hosted in May. World Forestry Center.
EXTERNAL D|. 2-4||Co-leading this year's annual meeting with the
RECTOR'S Western Division of the American Fisheries Our broader community also deserves thanks.
REPORT Society was both a challenge and a perennial Kate Self led our live auction and raffle with
reminder of what we can accomplish when we energy and finesse. Joe Lemanski organized the
collaborate across our broader fisheries student paper and poster judging, as well as
2026 ANNUAL/  5-9 community. | hope that you were inspired and poster setup—no small feat. Wave Moretto
WDAFS invigorated by the Power of Perspective, as | was. managed the student volunteers, helping ensure
MEETING everything behind the scenes stayed on track. Liz
RECAP This meeting would not have been possible Perkin contributed her creativity to the Spawning
without a truly exceptional planning team. Past Run and Carcass Crawl, and Kyle Bratcher
President Michele Weaver played a pivotal role in  organized the cornhole tournament and created a
2026 AWARDS 10 || securing sponsorships and managing our meeting  bracket on the spot, bringing excitement and fun to
app, all while offering steady guidance rooted in one of our most unique traditions. Elise Kelley
deep experience. Cory Sipher, our Chapter managed the ordering and distribution of meeting
2026 SCHOL- 11 || President, Igd the swag, and Ashley
ARSHIPS & ORAFS business “ Sanders worked
BEST STU- meeting and helped sl tirelessly to keep our
DENT coordinate awards, website updated
PRESENTA- ensuring that our leading up to and
TIONS .
members were throughout the meeting.
recognized for their ¢ Thanks go to the many
outstanding & volunteers, speakers,
NEW EXCOM 12 || contributions. Our Vice | poster presenters,
MEMBERS President, Karah Roof, & mentors, raffle
sourced a wide array of 8 donators, moderators,
REGIONAL 12 Oregon-made libations and attendee_s — without
NEWS for the meeting and co- f§ you the meeting
organized the Student wouldn’t exist.
MEMBERSHIP 13 || Mentor Mixer with our
dedicated student ) ~ As we look ahead’ I'm
representatives, Bianca Wiens and Adel Bordas.  fjjled with gratitude and confidence in our
CALL FOR 13 community. Our Chapter continues to thrive
E :RSECSAST ORIAL Behind the scenes, Gina Maag-Klobas, our because of the people who show up—
SUBMISSIONS Internal Director, kept the meeting running enthusiastically, generously, and with genuine
smoothly by managing logistics ranging from food  care for our profession and our aquatic resources.
service to room transitions to AV. On the front Working alongside all of you is a privilege, and |
lines, Katie Woodside, our Secretary, held down  am excited for the year to come.
SAVE THE 14 1| the registration table and fielded attendee
DATE—AFS questions with patience and warmth. Treasurer
ANNUAL . . .
MEETING Jorden Smith not only helped at registration but .
also kept us on budget, supported Michele with Kelcee Smith,
the meeting app, and ensured all payments were President
EXCOM & 15 processed swiftly and cleanly. And Amy Unthank, President@orafs.org
COMMITTEE our External Director, went above and beyond—
CONTACTS coordinating meeting rooms for external
committees, transporting Dr. Mamie Parker from
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EXTERNAL DIRECTOR REPORT
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EXTERNAL DIRECTOR REPORT-CONT’D
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EXTERNAL DIRECTOR REPORT-CONT’D
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American Fisheries Society Western Division
Annual Meeting
Hosted by ORAFS & WDAFS

4\\ I

The Power of Perspective
May 4-T7th 2026, Portland OR
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP

2026 WDAFS Meeting Stats

Close to 700 attendees from across the Western DiwvCei ombia
Riverfront to celebrate the Power of Perspective To hel p
sponsor s

Total Registrants: 772

States Represented:
AK, AL, AZ, CA, CO, FL, HI, ID, ME, MT, ND, NM, NY, OR, SD,
TN, UT, WA, WY

Countries Represented: USA, Canada, Australia, Pakistan

Tribes Present:

Coeur d’Alene Tribe

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Nez Perce Tribe

Nisqually Indian Tribe

Quinault Indian Nation

Shoshone Bannock Tribes

The Klamath Tribes

Yakima Nation

Yurok Tribes

Number of Sessions: 30

Number of Raffle Tickets in the Screw Trap: 6,626

ORAFS Profit: $74,191.19

ExCom

2025-26 ORAFS Executive Committee — External Director - Amy Unthank (center in right pic), Secretary - Katie Woodside (left in
right pic), Treasurer - Jorden Smith (right in right pic), Past President - Michele Weaver (left in left pic), President - Cory Sipher
(right in left pic), Not pictured: President —Elect - Kelcee Smith, Vice President - Karah Roof, Internal Director - Gina Maag-Klobas,
Student Subunit Representatives - Bianca Wiens and Adel Bordas.

www. orafs.org 6
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP-CONT’D

Sponsors & Vendors

_

{11+ Fathom QINNOVASEA |

CONSERVATION
PROBLEMS
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP-CONT’D

Poster Session

www. orafs.org 8
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP-CONT’D

Socials, Raffle & Banquet

www. orafs.org 9
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AND THE AWARD GOES TO...

§ TheAwar d o fisawhededitaindividuals, groups, or organizations that
have made special contributions to fisheries. This year’s recipients were: Aric
Johnson (USFS), Catherine Serres (USFS), Gabriel Brooks (PITAGIS), Trooper
Luse (OSP Fish & Wildlife), and On Site Fish Hatchery Staff :

g§ TheBi I | Wingfield iMasmori al Award
Culture goes to individuals or groups that

have contributed significantly to advancing § The Chapter's most prestigious award is
fish culture in Oregon. This year’s recipient theLi fetime Achi evemen

R O DEW presented to someone who goes above
and beyond year after year and has made

a substantial lifetime contribution to

TheFi shery Team 0 f the Y ef@r{erieéa.‘ ¥ & hef dedication to fisheries
goes to a group of people responsible for this year's recipient was

substantial single or sustained USGS
accomplishments above and beyond their '
regular job. This year’s recipients were the

www. orafs.org
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AND THE AWARD GOES TO...(CONTINUED)

Student Schol ar shi Reci pients

The 20260RAFS student scholarships were
awarded to:

Nl

T

ORAFS Best Stwudent Paper and Poster

WDAFS Student Awar ds

www. orafs.org




REGIONAL NEWS OF INTEREST

American Rivers Regional Leader Appointed to Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board

June 23, 2026

Director Sarah Dyrdahl to help state agency advance watershed restoration and healthy rivers
across Oregon

Contact: Susan Woodward, Northwest Communications Di-
rector, swoodward@americanrivers.org

SALEM, Ore. — American Rivers is delighted that the Ore-
gon State Senate has confirmed our Northwest Regional Di-
rector, Sarah Dyrdahl, to serve on the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board (OWEB).

“As someone who has dedicated my career to protecting wa-
tersheds across the Northwest, it is an honor to serve OWEB
on behalf of Oregon’s people and wildlife,” said Dyrdahl, a
longtime Eugene resident.

“I'm excited to contribute to OWEB, which has supported my
work for many years and shares American Rivers’ commit-
ment to watershed and habitat restoration, thriving communi-
ties, and strong local economies.”

American Rivers is grateful to Governor Tina Kotek for ap-
pointing Dyrdahl to this important role and for her dedication
to clean and healthy rivers and watersheds.

Dyrdahl will serve a four-year term as a public member on
the 18-member board.

WELCOME TO THE 2026-2027 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE!

The new officers ar e: The returning officers
Presi-Aeatt : Joe LemanskiPasODFPN)esi dent: Cory Si

Vice President: Gary -Rul ePr(eNsQAdPe nRi:s hKeerliceese Smi t h,

retired)

Secretary: Hel ena Linnel/l ( BL M)
Treasurer: Stephanie Fields (OD
External Director: Sophia Kim (
Il nternal Director: Kel sey Ander s

www. orafs.org 12
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

@ Early Career Professional Member
@ Life Member

It's never too late to renew your AFS and Oregon
Chapter memberships! ORAFS is one of the few AFS
chapters that requires AFS membership in order to be
a chapter member. Continue and come be part of a
Chapter that leads Western Division and National
AFS! Oregon Chapter membership is important for
our members’ professional development and to
ORAFS sustainability. The Chapter receives a 3% re-
bate from AFS for all “regular’ dues paying members.
Additionally, 100% of the ORAFS Chapter dues are
passed directly from the Society to ORAFS, so please
check to make sure you are also registered as an Or-
egon Chapter member. As of June 2026, ORAFS
membership included 356 members.

@ Student Member

Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society
Membership breakdown as of June 2026.

. . . . *note: Life Membership = 2%
For questions regarding membership or ideas on how

to reach more fisheries professionals, please reach

out to secretary@orafs.org
NREES

Helena Linnell
Secretary

ORAFS LIFE MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE!

Are you an AFS Life Member and interested in showing your life-long dedication to the Oregon Chapter? We have an
Oregon Chapter Life Membership that allows you to do just that! The Oregon Chapter Life Membership costs $125 or
12.5 times the Oregon Chapter annual membership rate. This relative cost difference mirrors the AFS Life Member
cost. Show your dedication to the ORAFS legacy and invest in a membership that will pay off for a lifetime! Please
contact Helena Linnell (secretary@orafs.org) for more information.

PISCATORIAL PRESS: CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Do you have something news

Hot Tobpislsery Flepactoumiensg Event s.
Submi ssions from ORAFS members ar

Do you have an update on interesting work you would like to share with the membership? Are you interested in
providing a Fishery Feature or a Hot Topic to tell the membership about your recent project? Do you have an

upcoming event that you would like to advertise to the membership? If so, please submit your story or thoughts to Stacy
Strickland at: stacy.a.strickland@odfw.oregon.gov. Su b mi s si on foreewd itemsaeesSeptember 15;
December 15; March 15; and June 15. The newsletter is published approximately three weeks after submissions are
received. Submissions are used as time and space allows.

www. orafs.org 13
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AMERICAN FISHERIES SUCIETY 156™ ANNUAL MEETING

AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY
“The heart of sustainability: Habitat as the foundation of productive fis

The heart of sustainability: Habitat as the
foundation of productive fisheries

In 2026, the American Fisheries Society returns to the city of
Columbus, Ohio, for the first time since 1933. President Gary
Whelan, the North Central Division, and the Ohio Chapter invite
you to join us August 30 — September 3, 2026 on the banks of the
Scioto River.

https://afsannual meeting. fishe
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2026-2027 OREGON CHAPTER AFS Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Mission
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS Improve the conservation and sustainability of Oregon fishery
(ORAFS EXCOM) resources and their aquatic ecosystems for long-term public
Pr es i d&aced Smith, benefit by advancing science, education, and public discourse
president@orafs.org concerning fisheries and aquatic science and by promoting the
Pr e s i-Ble a doe Lemanski, development of fisheries professionals.

presidentelect@orafs.org
Past Pr eCoiy8ighert : ' _
pastpresident@orafs.org Nat i v e Brian Bargs,

Vi ce Pr eGaiy Ruenvicepresident@orafs.org 6foly3ax3viAated2Yy FtyR tSdS ||
Natur al P rlandrattamt, i o n :

lan.A.Tattam@odfw.oregon.gov
Soci al :M\Weecda mat

eric.s.anderson@odfw.oregon.gov

S e c r e tHalangLinnell;
secretary@orafs.org

Tr e a s Breghanie Fields, treasurer@orafs.org

External Sophiaimt or :  INTERNAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS ]
externaldirector@orafs.org f"y"% r ;B';?%?S;gséé t % r %/IEI 3?}2 glz 2[\ fé g’?é \X( .

i . . - e 0
I'nternal Kelsey/ndetsany : Financial SuTonySinisca,bi | ity :
internaldirector@orafs.org anthony.siniscal@noaa.gov, and Troy Brandt,
OSU Student Rep: tbrandt@riverdesigngroup.net
osustudentrep@orafs.org _ Schol arw8ypst 8SNE 20K2f I NEKR L
MHCC Stu.dent. Rep: Resolutions :&adRulBy!l aws

EXTERNAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AFS | T WS DerekaBrosann :

Climate Adaptation: Vac ant]|derekjbroman@odfw.oregon.gov

Diversity, Equi tGuillerma Gidnnidon ¢fl usi ong

. ) tate.ed d Nilani D EXTERNAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL
iannico@oregonstate.edu and Nilanjana Das,
g . @oreg J We b ma s Ashley:Sanders;
dasni@oregonstate.edu

webmaster@orafs.org

Education andar@0lsoneach: INTERNAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL
martin.p.olson@odfw.orgeon.gov

Fi sh CueéntKraijcile : Hi s t o MikeadGauvin
jenniferkrajcik@ctuir.org and Marla Chaney Mike.gauvin@odfw.oregon.gov
Marla.Chaney@mhcc.edu News | et t e $tacEStricktamdr :
Freshwat erRebtach Schwartz: stacy.a.strickland@odfw.oregon.gov

RebeccaSchwartz@ctuir.or
. @ g Additional contact information (mailing addresses, fax numbers)
Human Di me @anillaokermedy, . . .
for all officers, committee chairs, and support personnel are

OL YAt f I oY OR| S Yy SREXZRTo D2 N@Iaﬂl@a?f@: G?fa@.org under fOfficers & Committeeso .
Legi sl ati ve K&enfdams,t t ee:
karen.m.hans@odfw.oregon.gov

Mari ne Habi t aNatalg Odocato] ogy :
donatona@oregonstate.edu and Eric Anderson,

Oregon Chapter of the Ameri can
www. orafs. org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS & MEMBERSHI P APF
To join or change address, go to www.fisheries.org_and be sure to sign up for the Oregon

Chapter. Also visit www.orafs.org/membership to join our listserv and get other Chapter
information.

www. orafs.org 15
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