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PRESIDENTõS CORNER:  

Dear friends and colleagues, 

 

In writing my last Presidentôs Corner, I am 

reflecting on the last year of serving as the 

Oregon AFS president.  It has been a good 

one! The chapter has provided over $26,000 

to fund scholarships, special projects, grants, 

awards, and non-AFS meetings.  We have 

provided scientific input on various bills in the 

Oregon legislature and are preparing a White 

Paper on Climate Change. Weôve just 

completed another excellent annual 

meeting.  To cap it off, we have had another 

impressive year of activities from external 

committees, internal committees, and our 

student subunits. It really has been my 

privilege to work with such a dedicated group 

of fisheries biologists.   
 

As I prepare to transition into the past-

president role, I am excited by the direction 

this chapter is headed.  I look forward to 

seeing new ideas from the incoming Ex-Com 

and a continuation of the traditions that have 

defined this chapter for so long.  I also look 

forward to the continued expansion of our 

chapter and specifically to an increase in 

participation in external committees and in Ex 

Com.  The rewards of participating in these 

roles far outweigh the cost (of free time). At 

the business meeting at the annual meeting, I 

asked for a show of hands of anyone who had 

participated in planning an Oregon AFS 

meeting, joined or chaired an internal or 

external committee, or had ever served on Ex 

Com.  Many of the same hands went up for 

each of these categories, proving once again 

how dedicated members of this chapter are to 

volunteering their time and expertise. I also 

noticed that many hands did not go up. To 

me, that represents voices and perspectives 

that arenôt fully being tapped to shape the 

direction of this chapter.  There are many 

ways to get involved in Oregon AFS, requiring 

varying levels of time investment. I encourage 

each of you to investigate the range of 

volunteer opportunities- whether it is serving 

as a mentor at the meeting, joining an 

external committee, contributing to a white 

paper, or running for Ex Com.- and hopefully 

identify something that works with your 

interest and availability.  These opportunities 

are open to all. In the end, I believe you will 

find as I have, that you get more out of AFS 

when you put more in to it. 

 

I would like to finish this note with a few 

reminders: 

 

Oregon AFS funds a variety of 

activities.  Grants are announced here: http://

orafs.org/grant-opportunities/ and 

scholarships/ awards are announced 

here:  http://orafs.org/student-scholarships/ 

and here: http://orafs.org/awards/.  You can 

also see the other types of efforts we fund by 

looking at the annual work plan (http://

orafs.org/work-plans-budgets/).  To apply for 

those funds, simply contact a member of Ex 

Com with your request and any supporting 

material, and it will be discussed on the 

monthly call.   
 

Iôve made this request a few times and this 

will be my last (for now): Oregon AFS is 

ramping up the process of assembling a white 

paper on climate adaptation and we are 

looking for your input.  This paper will 

summarize the state of climate science in 

Oregon and will review restoration actions 

that improve the ability of native species to 

adapt. If you have the time and interest, we 

are looking for people to write sections of this 

paper or to assist with reviewing the 

paper.  Please contact Kris Homel 

(President@orafs.ors) for more information or 

to get involved. 

 

Membership- check the Oregon box 

www. orafs.org 

http://orafs.org/grant-opportunities/
http://orafs.org/grant-opportunities/
http://orafs.org/student-scholarships/
http://orafs.org/awards/
http://orafs.org/work-plans-budgets/
http://orafs.org/work-plans-budgets/
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Interested in becoming a certified fisheries professional 

through AFS, and potentially get reimbursed for the 

application fee? Then check out the information on this 

cool program here: http://orafs.org/scholarships-awards/

certification-scholarships/. 
 

Want to get (more) involved in Oregon AFS?  Consider 

joining one of our external committees by directly 

contacting the committee chair using our website (http://

orafs.org/external-committee/). 

Thank you again for the opportunity to be your Oregon 

AFS President! 

 

 

 

    Kris Homel, Ph.D., President 

President@orafs.org 

EXTERNAL DIRECTORõS REPORT 

Well folks that was fun! Thank you to everyone that made it 

to the annual meeting and special appreciation goes out to 

everyone that volunteered for the meeting and/or donated 

time or other resources.  It was with the help from all of you 

that we were able to have such a great event.  Thank you 

all for also giving me the opportunity to be your External 

Director the past year and I look forward to continuing in 

the role for another year.   

 

External committees were well represented at the meeting 

with a number of committee chairs and members in attend-

ance.  Many committees held meetings to discuss work-

plans and provided posters outlining committee goals and 

activities.  The new Climate Change committee had its first 

meeting which generated a lot of discussion on how to 

shape the committee and best steps moving forward for 

tackling an enormously daunting issue.  Thank you to 

Shane Vatland (Nez Perce Tribe) and Ted Sedell (ODFW) 

for agreeing to be co-chairs of the climate change commit-

tee!  The Marine Habitat and Ecology meeting was also 

well attended as were the ñFreshwater and Marine Man-

agementò and ñTechnology in Marine and Freshwater Envi-

ronmentsò technical sessions that the Marine Habitat and 

Ecology committee helped get together.   

 

The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion workshop, which was 

sponsored by the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 

Committee, provided an interactive environment for the 

discussion of power and privilege and we heard a lot of 

positive feedback from attendees. Plenary talks by Queta 

Gonzalez and Louie Pitt Jr. carried on the important con-

versation of diversity and equity in the fisheries realm. The 

DEI Committee also awarded the Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion Scholarship to a deserving college undergradu-

ate student. The purpose of the scholarship is ñto promote 

the education and development of future fisheries profes-

sionals who are commonly under-represented in the fisher-

ies field, including people of color, women and other histor-

ically marginalized communities.ò  This yearôs $2,000 

scholarship was awarded to Naomi Rodriguez, who is a 

sophomore at Portland State University and undoubtedly 

has a bright future in the fisheries world and furthering the 

DEI Committee mission. 

 

The Education and Outreach (EO) Committee spent their 

meeting time going over a number of grant applications. 

The EO Committee received 11 applications from teachers 

and watershed councils for the Materials and Participation 

grants. These grants are intended for ñeducators that teach 

fisheries or aquatic related sciences to grade levels K-12 

and funds can be used for any education related materials 

or participation activities having to do with fisheries biology 

and aquatic related sciences.ò  The EO Committee is cur-

rently working through the scoring of applications and will 

hopefully give out 4-5 grants of $500 to deserving appli-

cants in the near future. 

 

The ñNative Fishò technical session had an interesting and 

diverse group of talks, and the Native Fish Committee 

awarded their annul Oregon Native Fish Conservationist of 

the Year Award during their committee meeting.  This 

yearôs recipient was Dr. Douglas Markle, who no doubt has 

assisted mostly everyone in ORAFS at some point in their 

careers.  Please check out the write-up on page 3 by Na-

tive Fish Committee chair James Capurso regarding the 

award and the upcoming 2019 Nongame Native Fish 

Workshop which is slated to take place September 11-12 

with a focus on Umatilla Dace.     

 

There was a lot to talk about at the Legislative Committee 

meeting. The legislative session is in full swing and ExCom 

along with the Legislative Committee continues to work  

with our Legislative Liaison, Erik Kancler on potential 

aquatic-related bills that are popping up. A letter was de-

http://orafs.org/scholarships-awards/certification-scholarships/
http://orafs.org/scholarships-awards/certification-scholarships/
http://orafs.org/external-committee/
http://orafs.org/external-committee/
mailto:President@orafs.org
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Jason Brandt External Director 
ExternalDirector@orafs.org 

N A T I V E  F I S H  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T S  A T  T H E  C H A P T E R   

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  A N D  R E C O G N I Z E S  T H E  N A T I V E  F I S H  
C O N S E R V A T I O N I S T  O F  T H E  Y E A R 

Contributed by James Capurso, Native Fish Committee Chair 

 

The Native Fish Committee of the Oregon Chapter of the 

American Fisheries Society met the Thursday afternoon of the 

annual meeting, after their Native Fish Session.  During the 

committee meeting, they recognized the Oregon Native Fish 

Conservationist of the Year Award, updated our work plan for 

the next 2 years, and selected the featured species, time, and 

place of the 2019 Nongame Native Fish Workshop.   
 

The 2019 Oregon Chapter AFS Native Fish Conservationist of 

the Year Award was presented to Dr. Douglas Markle, Emeri-

tus Professor of Fisheries at Oregon State University.  He 

trained generations of students, many of whom have gone on 

to productive careers protecting and managing the native fish-

es of the Pacific Northwest in their own right.  He worked tire-

lessly to understand the larval ecology, early life history and 

conservation of endangered fishes of the Klamath basin, and 

effectively maintained the largest ichthyological research  col-

lection in Oregon. Recently, he authored a comprehensive    

and widely used identification guide to all known native and  

non-native fishes in Oregon.   
 

During their meeting, the committee also completed their 2020-

2021 Native Fish Committee Work Plan.  It includes assisting the chapter 

on native fish issues, organizing and hosting native fish sessions during 

upcoming annual meetings, continuing work on a native fish white paper, 

recognizing fisheries workers in Oregon outstanding in the field of native 

fish conservation, and celebrating nongame native fish in annual work-

shops.   
 

As a last order of business for the meeting, the committee selected Umatilla 

Dace in the Umatilla River near Pendleton as the species to be featured in  

the 2019 Nongame Native Fish Workshop, to be held September 11 and 12.  

Watch for more information on this free 24-hour workshop.   

Umatilla Dace, courtesy of the Royal 
BC Museum. 

Native Fish Committee Chair James Capurso (right) 
and Oregon State University Professor Brian 
Sidlauskas (left) present the 2019 Native Fish 
Conservationist of the Year Award to Oregon State 
University Professor Emeritus Doug Markle (center). 
Photo courtesy of Richard Grost.    

veloped and submitted to appropriate legislatures regard-

ing potential impacts of climate change on Oregonôs aquat-

ic resources and possible means of mitigating for those 

impacts.  We are tracking a number of other potential bills 

that could impact fish and their habitats and there will likely 

be additional opportunities to weigh in with sound scientific 

information.  Please contact Troy Brandt 

(tbrandt@riverdesigngroup.net) or Jason Brandt 

(Jason.r.brandt@state.or.us) if you are interested in joining 

the Legislative Committee and contributing to this endeav-

or.    

I once again want to thank all of the committee chairs and 

co-chairs for their immense contributions to our Chapter 

and urge you all to get involved with our excellent commit-

tees!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Externaldirector@orafs.org
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M H C C  S T U D E N T  S U B U N I T  U P D A T E 

The previous and current officers of the Mount Hood Community College AFS Subunit.  

From the commencement of the 2018-2019 academic 
year, the Mt. Hood Community College (MHCC) Student 
Subunit has been involved with quite a few activities: quar-
terly MHCC Club Fairs, the Multnomah Falls Salmon Festi-
val in November, our annual crabbing trip in January, and 
the 2019 Oregon AFS chapter meeting in March. Some of 
our goals for this school year include: recruiting new club 
members outside of the collegeôs Fisheries Technology 
Program, and educating the public about the local fish spe-
cies and the environment at public outreach events. 
 
At MHCC Club Fairs, we engage with student body mem-
bers about the subunit and its proceedings, and recruit 
new club members. At the Multnomah Falls Salmon Festi-
val, we used adult Coho Salmon and Chinook Salmon 
samples to explain the process of spawning, as well as 
both internal and external anatomy to visitors. Thanks to 
funds provided by ORAFS, our annual crabbing trip down 
to Yaquina Bay in Newport, Oregon was made possible. 
Good weather and a plentiful crab harvest was had by all 
who attended! 
 
 

 
 

A couple weeks before the ORAFS chapter meeting, the 
subunit settled on an official club logo. At the 2019 meeting 
in Bend, Oregon, our subunit had a booth where we adver-
tised the Fisheries Technology program at MHCC and sold 
merchandise. The chapter meeting was a highly successful 
event for students, from networking with many a fisheries 
professional to attending a plethora of rich talks on fisher-
ies-related topics. 
 
Also in March, the subunit held elections for new officers, 
so you can expect to see some new names and faces! The 
club has a few upcoming events, such as co-sponsoring an 
Earth Day stream clean-up event with the Sandy River Ba-
sin Watershed Council in April, and hosting guest speakers 
to give talks on fisheries topics. 
 
If you have any questions or comments for the subunit, 
please contact: 
 
mhcc.orafs.subunit@gmail.com 
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Invasive piscivores such as Largemouth Bass 

(Micropterus salmoides) frequently occur in Pacific North-

west Reservoirs (Keefer et al. 2013), likely because of their 

lentic (lake) habitat and thermal stratification, resulting in 

warm surface waters (Havel et al. 2005; Vander Zanden et 

al. 2015). These species are of concern because they prey 

on juvenile Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) 

(Monzyk et al. 2014). Prior to 2011, bass were common in 

Fall Creek Reservoir (Keefer et al. 2013) in the upper 

Willamette River Basin (Figure 1A). Fall Creek Reservoir 

that has been a focal point of much of my PhD dissertation 

research because of the novel management underway to 

pass juvenile Chinook Salmon smolts downstream (Figure 

1B). 

In studying the brief, usually a week or less, fall 

draining of Fall Creek Reservoir we first found that Large-

mouth Bass were on a diet (Figure 2B). That is to say, their 

isotopic signature (a chemical fingerprint) indicated that 

they were eating invertebrates like plankton when they 

would normally be eating fish. This was extremely interest-

ing because, although diets are flexible (Garc²a-Berthou 

2002), it usually doesnôt pay off to switch to smaller, lower 

value prey like plankton when you could eat a larger, fattier 

fish. The instances of this kind of diet switching, to lower 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHRISSY MURPHY  

FISHERY 
FEATURE 

SAYING ôSO LONGõ TO RESERVOIR RESIDENT 

LARGEMOUTH BASS 

Figure 1. Location and images of Fall Creek Reservoir. (A) Location of Fall Creek Dam (black line) and Fall 

Creek Reservoir in Oregon. (B) Images of Fall Creek Reservoir summer full pool (left), winter conservation 

pool (middle) and brief fall draining (right).  
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value prey, outside of laboratory settings are very limited 

(but see Vander Zanden et al. 1999). 

 

In the years following these changes in foraging, 

bass became harder and harder to catch in the reservoir. 

Eventually, we couldnôt find them anymore. They stopped 

showing up in the USACE operated downstream screw 

trap too (Figure 3). It seems that draining has functionally 

extirpated bass from Fall Creek Reservoir. This could be 

because they were washed downstream, or because 

they couldnôt sustain their needed caloric intake on small-

er, invertebrate prey. Regardless, it appears that bass 

are functionally extirpated from this reservoir, and opens 

the opportunity for dialogue about how reservoir man-

agement for salmon might also manage for other spe-

cies. 

 

If you want to hear more about our research on Fall Creek 

Reservoir and other reservoirs in the upper Willamette 

FISHERY FEATURE 

Figure 2. Trophic levels of key taxa. (A) Reference reservoir food chain compared to the (B) contracted Fall 

Creek Reservoir food chain observed using ŭ
15
N. Additional species found in Fall Creek Reservoir but not 

pictured here include: bullhead catfish, Largescale Sucker and sculpin (detritivores); dace, mosquitofish, 

Redside Shiner, and Threespine Stickleback (invertivores); crappie (juvenile invertivores, adult piscivores). 

Figure 3. Annual captures of Largemouth Bass below 

Fall Creek Dam (log scale). Vertical black line 

delineates onset of brief annual fall draining 

operations. Data from USACE. 
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River Basin, listen in on May 1
st
, 2019 @ 1pm: (https://

oregonstate.webex.com/oregonstate/j.php?

MTID=mce9acc55174fec0e592939ffa968d88f) Iôll cover 

Chinook Salmon growth in reservoirs and the effects of 

draining for piscivores, the fish community, and zooplank-

ton. You can read more about diet switching in our open 

access paper here (https://journals.plos.org/plosone/

article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0211870; Murphy et al. 

2019). An article on the fish community changes is forth-

coming in Ecohydrology. My thesis has been a long jour-

ney with lots of help from fisheries professionals at many 

agencies, in addition to ORAFS! Thank you Oregon Chap-

ter of the American Fisheries Society! Stay tuned as we 

continue to work together to analyze and publish more in-

formation on reservoir ecology and foodwebs with a focus 

on fish. 

 

Contributed by:  

Christina Murphy  

PhD Candidate 

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 

Oregon State University 

ORAFS PhD Student Scholarship (2017)  

Carl Bond Memorial Scholarship (2018) 

Christina.Murphy@oregonstate.edu 
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FISHERY FEATURE 

https://oregonstate.webex.com/oregonstate/j.php?MTID=mce9acc55174fec0e592939ffa968d88f
https://oregonstate.webex.com/oregonstate/j.php?MTID=mce9acc55174fec0e592939ffa968d88f
https://oregonstate.webex.com/oregonstate/j.php?MTID=mce9acc55174fec0e592939ffa968d88f
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0211870
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0211870


8 

 

www. orafs.org 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9 P I S C A T O R I A L  P R E S S 

G E R A L D  R .  B O U C K  M E M OR I A L  

As a Fellow and Life Member of the American Fisheries 

Society (AFS), Dr. Gerald (Jerry) R. Bouck served as Pres-

ident of the Western Division of AFS, and the Bioengineer-

ing Section. Throughout his career, Jerry made significant 

contributions to fisheries science, specifically in the fields 

of physiology, water quality, toxicology and bio-

engineering. His leadership and innovative vision for un-

derstanding the relationship of water quality on fish physi-

ology and fish health led to the development of significant 

tools to measure and predict the consequences of water 

quality on the growth and successful survival of fish spe-

cies. He promoted the benefits of leadership and participa-

tion in AFS, and helped to convene important international 

workshops and meetings.  

 

In honor of Jerry and his significant contributions through-

out his career, the Oregon Chapter of the American Fisher-

ies Society, established a scholarship fund that will be tar-

geted at providing assistance to graduate students pursu-

ing a career in fisheries research.  The Scholarship will 

consider applications from any graduate student who is a 

current member of the American Fisheries Society and is 

conducting studies relevant to fish physiology, water quali-

ty, toxicology, bio-engineering or fish culture.  

 

Jerry Bouck promoted innovative thinking to understand 

challenges of research in fisheries biology and manage-

ment. His proactive approach led to an improved under-

standing of the relationship of water quality to toxicology, 

fish physiology, and fish culture. It is this innovative think-

ing that we want to recognize and empower in successful 

applicants. 

 

We plan to build this scholarship as an endowment that 

can provide consistent funding into the future and help to 

educate emerging professionals about an important fishery 

professional from Oregon. Opportunities at the annual 

meeting will likely include a raffle and silent auction of se-

lected items targeted to building the fund.  In addition we 

are working on a crowd funding model. 

 

How to Contribute: 

You can contribute at the annual meeting or send dona-

tions to the Gerald R. Bouck Memorial Scholarship Fund, 

Katie Pierson, Chapter Treasurer, PO Box 8062, Portland 

Oregon 97207-8062.  Or donate on the ORAFS web: http://

orafs.org/contribute-to-orafs/ 

All contributions are Tax Deductible and will help to support 

promising students. The Oregon Chapter of the American Fisher-

ies Society, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  

Steve Bouck, Gerald Bouckôs son, attended the 2019 
Annual Meeting in Bend, Oregon to raise money 
towards the scholarship.  Steve raffled off two pairs of 
high quality binoculars.   

http://orafs.org/contribute-to-orafs/
http://orafs.org/contribute-to-orafs/
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55
th
 ORAFS Annual Meeting 
Bend, Oregon 
March 5-8, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few highlights:  

 

¶ Attendance exceeded 400 registrants representing 120+ organizations! 

¶ Program featured 17 sessions, more than 200 paper abstracts, 6 concurrent ses-

sions, and 32 posters! 

¶ Two workshops on (1) Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (2) Geographic Information 

System  

¶ Three excellent Plenary Speakersï Queta Gonzalez, Former Oregon Governor 

John Kitzhaber, and Mr. Louie Pitt 

¶ 30 sponsors and vendors 

¶ 28 student volunteers! 

 

The Planning Team is very grateful to all the attendees, sponsors, and donors for supporting 

the 2019 Annual Meeting! 

 

At the Nexus of Science and 

Restoration: What do we know? 

T H A N K  Y O U ! 

A big thank you to Rich Grost for yet another great job capturing all the moments at the     

Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting.  All the annual meeting 

photos featured in this edition of the Piscatorial Press are courtesy of Rich.  Please check out 

the full album of Richôs photos from the meeting at https://www.flickr.com/

photos/66934930@N07/albums/72157690332785283.  Copyright is retained by and use 

should be credited to Richard Grost.   
Rich represents in his 

2019 Spawning Run shirt.  

http://orafs.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2018_ORAFS_Program_FINAL__web.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/66934930@N07/albums/72157690332785283
https://www.flickr.com/photos/66934930@N07/albums/72157690332785283
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