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PRESIDENTõS CORNER: LEADING BY EXAMPLE 
It is a privilege to author my first Presidentôs 
Corner for the Oregon Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society. I follow a rich 
genealogy of fisheries professionals who have 
led ORAFS, the most decorated chapter in the 
American Fisheries Society. The past year has 
been filled with many exciting opportunities for 
Chapter leadership. 
 
Shortly after I joined the ORAFS Executive 
Committee in May 2014, ExCom officers were 
welcomed into the planning team for the 145th 
Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries 
Society, which will be held in less than a 
month in Portland (pages 3-11). Planning an 
annual meeting is a unique opportunity to work 
with AFS leadership, past Chapter ExCom 
officers, and fisheries professionals from 
around the world. Hosting an annual meeting 
may only happen a couple of times in oneôs 
professional career, and Portland last hosted 
in 1993. As I would expect of ORAFS, Chapter 
members have stepped up to the challenge of 
welcoming an international delegation of over 
3,000 fisheries professionals to the City of 
Roses. Meeting attendees will be able to 
choose from over 1,900 presentations in 104 
symposia, attend a number of networking 
events including activities targeting students 
and early career professionals, to participate 
in the Spawning Run and Carcass Crawl ï 
time-honored traditions at AFS meetings. 
Many thanks to ORAFS members including 
nine former ORAFS Presidents who have led 
the planning for Portland 2015! 
 
The Chapter was actively involved in the 2015 
Oregon legislative session, providing written 
and oral testimony in response to three bills. 
As part of our efforts, Erik Kancler, our 
legislative liaison, worked with many Chapter 
members to voice the Chapterôs opposition to 
suction dredge mining and unregulated check 
dam construction in the Malheur Basin. 
ORAFS coordinated with other like-minded 
organizations asking legislators to oppose 
these bills, leading to the shelving of the 
environmentally-damaging legislation. The 

Chapter also penned a letter in support of the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlifeôs 
budget, which was approved at the end of the 
legislative session. Representing over 500 
current and future professional biologists, 
ORAFS has the ability to influence legislation 
by providing sound scientific input to Oregonôs 
legislators.  
 
In addition, the Chapter executed several 
other initiatives over the last year. First, 
ORAFS organized the Hatchery vs. Wild 
Salmonid Symposium in January. The 
symposium drew over 275 attendees from 
institutions across the Pacific Northwest. We 
also awarded scholarships to students 
involved with fisheries-related research, and 
provided financial support to the Instream 
Flow Conference and the West Coast Salmon 
Summit to assist with those organizationsô 
annual meetings. AFS recently recognized the 
Chapterôs broad efforts by selecting ORAFS 
as the National Outstanding Chapter of the 
Year (page 2), our twelfth Chapter of the Year 
Award since 1994! 
 
Over the next year, I plan to focus on several 
directives including updating the Chapterôs 
position paper on hatchery and wild salmonid 
interactions, expanding ORAFS membership, 
refreshing the Chapterôs Annual Meeting 
Handbook, and preparing a financial strategy 
including an investment plan for the Chapter. 
And of course, we will be planning the 2016 
ORAFS Annual Meeting in Seaside on the 
heels of the AFS Portland meeting (page 13). I 
look forward to working with ORAFS members 
to achieve these goals.  As Past-President 
Mike Gauvin impressed upon me throughout 
my tenure as President-elect, serving as 
ORAFS President is not only a privilege, but 
also an opportunity to influence the Chapterôs 
future. Halfway through 2015, the Chapter is 
once again striving to be the best in AFS! 
 

Troy Brandt, President 

www. orafs.org 
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As you all know, we have a very active Chapter and 
membership, and as I begin my term as External Director, 
I wanted to highlight a few of the ongoing efforts being 
undertaken by our committees.  
 
The Marine Habitat and Ecology Committee is just 
finishing up a white paper updating and outlining the 
Chapterôs stance on the State of Oregonôs no-take marine 
reserves system. The paper highlights the ecological 
benefits that marine reserves make to fish communities 
off the coast of Oregon, many of which contain important 
commercial or recreational species. Look for the paper to 
come out in the next quarter. 
 
The Native Fish Committee is planning a Nongame Native 
Fish Symposium at the Portland meeting (page 8), a 
Nongame Native Fish Workshop in September 2015 
(page 12), and another Nongame Native Fish Workshop 
in conjunction with the 2016 meeting in Seaside. These 
workshops will be a great opportunity for folks to get 
outside of their comfort zone and work with fish that donôt 
get all of the prominence that our salmon and steelhead 

garner. Itôs important to remember that all of our Oregon 
basins have lesser known fish that play an important 
ecological role. 
 
The Natural Production Committee is working on a 
Hatchery v. Wild white paper that is in the review process 
and nearing completion. This follows on the heels of the 
very successful Hatchery vs. Wild Fish Symposium held 
earlier this year in Portland. 
 
All of our committees are engaging the membership and 
working on behalf of the chapter to work on issues 
important to our field. Folks attending the National AFS 
meeting in Portland will have a great opportunity to 
expand their horizons, and as the 2016 Oregon Chapter 
meeting in Seaside nears, please consider contributing 
some of your expertise to our committees.  The list of 
committees is located on page 14.  You can contact me or 
the appropriate committee chair to express your interest in 
participating! 
   Cory Sipher, External Director 
   ExternalDirector@orafs.org 

EXTERNAL DIRECTORõS R E P O R T 

We won!  Thatôs right!  Your Chapter has won the 
Outstanding Chapter of the Year Award for the 12th time 
since 1994!  Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
making this award possible.  It is because of you, our 
members, who contribute the time and energy to make 
our Oregon Chapter so successful that we were able to 
win this award  
 
Looking back on the highlights, your Chapter: 

¶ Organized a Hatchery vs. Wild Salmonid 

Symposium that provided a professional forum to 
discuss a highly complex issue regarding research and 
management of hatchery and wild salmon and 
steelhead in the Pacific Northwest. Over 275 attendees 
from across the Pacific Northwest, Intermountain West, 
and California participated in the day and half 
symposium. 

¶ Participated during the Oregon legislative session 

by retaining a legislative liaison, providing written and 
oral testimony on important issues, and meeting with 
legislators. ORAFS submitted an addendum to a 
previously completed white paper on suction dredge 
mining. The addendum was read before the legislature. 

¶ Analyzed and developed strategies for long-term 

fiscal sustainability including the completion of the 
annual Chapter work plan and budget, consideration of 
investment options for the Chapterôs reserve funds, and 
preliminary development of a fiscal sustainability 
guidance document. 

¶ Promoted professional-student interactions 

through Chapter sponsored events including informal 
gatherings to discuss the fisheries profession and 
employment opportunities. 

Currently, Chapter members, and current and past 
Executive Committee officers are actively participating in 
the planning, coordination, and promotion of the 145th 
Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society to be 
held in Portland, Oregon in August 2015.  Thank you to all 
of our committees, members, and supporters in helping 
the Chapter to continue to set the standards. 
 
Michael Gauvin,  
Past-President 

Y O U R  O R E G O N  C H A P T E R  W I N S  T H E  A F S  
O U T S T A N D I N G  C H A P T E R  A W A R D  F O R  2 0 1 5 ! 

2015 National 

AFS CHAPTER 

OF THE YEAR: 

THE OREGON  

CHAPTER 

mailto:ExternalDirector@orafs.org
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S T U D E N T  S U B U N I T  U P D AT E 
The Oregon Chapter AFS Student Subunit had a very busy 
winter and spring! Our guest speaker line up included Troy 
Brandt, our Oregon Chapter AFS President and Fisheries 
Biologist for River Design Group, who discussed stream 
restoration and careers in the private sector. Laura Tesler, 
the ODFW Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program staff bi-
ologist, shared her extensive experience and demonstrat-
ed equipment for diving and underwater photography in 
both warm and cold water. In addition, biologists from tim-
ber companies came to discuss job opportunities in the 
industry.  
 
Recreational activities included a bowling and social night 
for undergraduate and graduate students; an educational 
presentation from Bradôs World Reptiles with live snakes, 
frogs, a legless lizard and an alligator; a birding trip in col-
laboration with the Bird Nerds to Yaquina Head with whale 
watching out of Depot Bay; and our third annual Gear 
Swap nô BBQ. There was also a white water rafting trip on 
the McKenzie River with the OSU Adventure Leadership 
Institute.  This yearôs tours included the John L. Fryer 
Salmon Disease Lab and Dr. Carl Schreck's Fish Perfor-
mance and Genetics Lab, with discussion of current re-
search and careers in the field of fish immunology and 
physiology.  Students also participated in a weekend over-
night stay at the Oregon Hatchery Research Center for a 
tour and fish-related skill building activities, such as elec-
trofishing, knot tying and trailer hitching. 
 
In February, the Fisheries and Wildlife Graduate Student 
Association hosted the 12th annual Research Advances in 
Fisheries & Wildlife Ecology (RAFWE) with plenary speak-
er Dr. Mary Power from UC Berkeley. This year was the 
first to feature 5 minute speed talks in addition to the tradi-
tional presentation formats and included a lunchtime dis-
cussion on de-extinction.  Undergraduate Subunit mem-
bers were active participants and had a number of posters 
on display. 

The Graduate Student Association also put on a proposal 
writing workshop for undergraduates focused on narrowing 
down research questions, writing a proposal, and acquiring 
funding.  The Graduate Student Association has begun a 
mentoring program for undergraduate students in the de-
partment. Dr. Katie Moriarty led a gear building workshop 
where participants assembled equipment for use in martin 
surveys.  
 
Outreach events included Periwinkle Elementary Schoolôs 
Science Night and SMART family literacy event at Kids 
Zone in Depoe Bay, OR, where the leadership team had 
interactive booths to get kids excited about animals. The 
student subunit had information tables at the Mi Familia 
Weekend, which welcomed family members of OSU stu-
dents from Hispanic and Latin heritages, and displays at 
Ag Days and for visiting high school students. The Student 
Subunit also hosted an Oregon Boaterôs Certification 
classroom course. 
 
Most recently, during the first week of summer break, Stu-
dent Subunit members assisted biologists from ODFW and 
Weyerhaeuser to capture and release western pond turtles 
from Weyerhaeuserôs Santiam Lumber Facilityôs pond dur-
ing a dredging project. 
 
The Student Subunit is always looking for opportunities to 
learn and practice new skills or hear about the work of fish-
eries professionals!  Please contact Richard Peek, the 
AFS Student Subunit Liaison, if you would like to be a 
guest speaker, teach a workshop or have any field experi-
ences in which you desire student participation.  
 
 Christina Murphy, ORAFS Vice-President, 
 Danielle Jarkowsky, FW Club Faculty Advisor, 
 Richard Peek, AFS Student Subunit Liaison  
  (StudentRep@orafs.org) 

Sign up for the Student-Mentor Luncheon at the Portland 
meeting for generous portions of academic and career ad-
vice, inspiration, revelations, and new contacts. Students and 
mentors needed!   
 
When: Tuesday, August 18th from 12 pm to 2 pm during 
the Portland meeting. 
Where: The Oregon Convention Center, room D-131 
 
Make your reservations at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/K5ZJK66." 

S T U D E N T- M E N T O R  L U N C HE O N 

mailto:StudentRep@orafs.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/K5ZJK66
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/K5ZJK66
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The Oregon Chapter of the American Fisher-
ies Society invites you to experience the nat-
ural beauty of Oregon, as the American Fish-
eries Society (AFS) convenes its 145

th
 Annu-

al Meeting, August 16-20, 2015. Portland is 
an environmentally conscious and progres-
sive city. In keeping with Portlandôs free-
spirited way of life, as well as doing things a 
little differently than elsewhere, the 145

th
 An-

nual Meeting will be theme-less. With a 
theme-less meeting, a diverse program will 
be available that will allow you to learn how 
freshwater and marine resources are man-
aged, conserved, and restored globally. 
 
Portland is known for its thriving downtown, 

outdoor activities and broad array of restau-

rants and food carts that contribute unsur-

passed opportunities to meet and engage 

with fisheries professionals from around the 

world. We look forward to seeing you in Port-

land, the City of Roses! 

7%,#/-% 4/ 0/24,!.$Ȧ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻ-ŎƘŀƛǊǎ 5ŀǾŜ 
²ŀǊŘ όŘŀǾƛŘΦǿŀǊŘϪƘŘǊƛƴŎΦŎƻƳύ ƻǊ bŜƛƭ ²ŀǊŘ όƴŜƛƭΦǿŀǊŘϪǉǿŎƻƴǎǳƭǘΦŎƻƳύΦ 
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Thatôs right!  The 145th Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society is in Portland from 
August 16 - August 20.  Whatôs in it for you? 
 
Plenary:  This yearôs plenary session at the AFS meeting in Portland will feature three 
renowned speakers including Dr. Carl Schreck of Oregon State University, Dr. Pat Sullivan of 
Cornell University, and Ms. Mary Edwards of the Nez Perce Tribe. 
 

Symposia:  Over 100 symposia were accepted for the 145th Annual Meeting of the American 

Fisheries Society! To see the complete list of symposia, please visit the AFS Symposium page.  

 

Networking opportunities:  There are lots of them! Check out the list of networking events! 

 
Student activities:  There are many ways for students to benefit from their time at this yearôs 
meeting, ranging from social events to the student/mentor lunch to the career fair.  Check out the 
details.  Students looking for ways to defray the cost of meeting attendance can volunteer.  
Additional information is on page 11.  
 
Workshops and Continuing Education:  Attend one of these outstanding opportunities to 
learn a new skill.  Detailed descriptions available here.   
 
¶ Biologically-Based Design and Evaluation Initiative for Hydropower Workshop 
¶ Beaver Restoration Workshop 
¶ A Brief and Gentle Introduction to Program MARK for Fisheries Biologists  
¶ Introduction to Hard-Part Microchemistry of Fishes  
¶ Analyzing Fish Diets to Assess Trophic Status  
¶ Bayesian I: Introduction to Bayesian Inference Using Gibbs Sampling (BUGS) for Fish 
Biologists  

¶ Bayesian II: Intermediate Bayesian Inference Using Gibbs Sampling (BUGS) for Fish Biologists  
¶ Beginning/Intermediate GIS for Fisheries Scientists  
¶ Decision Support Tools for Adaptive Management  
¶ Large Wood, Partnerships, and Lessons Learned  
¶ Age and Growth Analyses with R  
¶ Leadership at All Levels in AFS  
 
Talk to vendors at the Trade Show!  Want to demo a new technology or get the latest news 
about upcoming products?  You can do both at the Trade Show! 
 
Want more info?  See the Schedule At A Glance, view the Full Program, check out the list of 
posters and poster sessions, or check out the scheduling app for your mobile phone! 
 
Iôm in!  What information do I need to get registered and get to the meeting? 
 
Register:  Registration for the meeting is open!  Register today!  
 

Book your room!  Rooms at the special discounted rate are filling up fast!  Check out the 
detailed information on lodging at the two locations where discounts apply!  The blocks of reserved 
rooms expires on July 25, so reserve your room today! 
 
Get here!  Whether you are taking advantage of Alaska Airlineôs 5% discount on airfare or 
taking another mode of transportation, you can get all the information you need to get to and 
around Portland here. 

P D X  2 0 1 5 :  A U G  1 6- 2 0  

www. orafs.org 
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http://2015.fisheries.org/program/plenary/
http://fw.oregonstate.edu/content/carl-schreck
http://vivo.cornell.edu/display/individual5584
http://www.maryedwardsphotography.com/
https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogrampreliminary/SYMP.html
http://2015.fisheries.org/events/networking-events/
http://2015.fisheries.org/student-activities/
http://2015.fisheries.org/ways-to-volunteer/
http://2015.fisheries.org/continuing-education-ce-program/
http://2015.fisheries.org/trade-show-exhibitors/
http://2015.fisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/SAAG_July-21-0817.pdf
https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogram/start.html
https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogram/POSTER.html
http://2015.fisheries.org/program/scheduler-mobile-app/
http://2015.fisheries.org/registration/
http://2015.fisheries.org/registration/accommodations/
http://2015.fisheries.org/alaska-airlines-offers-5-discount-on-airfare-to-portland/
http://2015.fisheries.org/getting-here/
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When: Monday, August 17, from 5:30 to 6:30 pm during the 145th Annual Meeting of the American 
Fisheries Society. 
 
Where: The Hliton Hotel Downtown in Skyline I. 
 
Whatôs the purpose?:  As you know, there is no Oregon Chapter Annual Meeting this year.  Come 
to the Awards Social to get your Oregon Chapter fix!  The ORAFS awards and scholarships will be 
presented, information will be available on the next Annual Meeting in Seaside (see page 13), an open 
bar will be in effect, and appetizers will be served!  Enjoy the famed networking opportunities and a 
chance to catch up with your Oregon Chapter friends. 

PDX 2015: DONõT MISS  
T H E S E  L O C A L  E V E N T S ! 

www. orafs.org 
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O R E G O N  A F S  A W A R D S  S OC I A L  

Your Chapter is helping orchestrate two field trips associated with the 145th Annual Meeting Annual 
Meeting of the American Fisheries Society on Friday, August 21. The field trips include a trip to the 
Klickitat and White Salmon rivers, and a review of urban stream restoration projects in Portland.  You can 
register for one of these great tours now! 
 
Trip 1: White Salmon River Dam Removal and Yakama Nation Tribal Fishery on the Klickitat River 
(tour flyer available here).  Travel to Klickitat River to observe tribal dip net fishery and meet with tribal 
elders and fishers.  Tribal elders will provide history of fishery and cultural importance of the area.  Tribal 
biologists will provide overview of Klickitat Basin fisheries and habitat restoration activities. Tour the new 
state-of-the-art Lyle Falls Fishway and Monitoring Facility and watch fish work-up.  In addition, travel to 
the White Salmon Basin and tour the former Condit Dam and reservoir site.  Condit Dam is the 2nd largest 
dam removal project in the nation (2011/12).  Tribal elders and biologists will describe the tribal history on 
the landscape and fisheries management actions that led to the dam decommissioning and 
removal.  Tour the restoration efforts underway at the former reservoir site.  Conclude with an overview of 
the Underwood In-Lieu site impacted with sediments delivered from the dam removal and restoration 
activities underway. 
 
Trip 2: Urban Stream Restoration ï Johnson Creek and Crystal Springs (tour flyer available here) 
With 16 ESA listed fish species Portland didnôt give up, in fact, it went all in on recovery. This tour will 
highlight two advanced recovery and resilience strategies.  First, a complete headwater to mouth fish 
passage restoration.  The projects will highlight translating best available science into project design, 
leveraging funds, and unique construction strategies.  Five years, 9 culverts, and 3 major restoration 
projects later, coho are spawning in Crystal Springs Creek. Next, weôll look at two examples of restoring 
natural floodplain function.  One, called for because of an exposed 60-inch concrete pipe and another a 
nearly 20-year effort to remove 60 structures (homes and businesses) out of the flood zone, pulling back 
a channelized, rock-lined stream (Works Progress Administration, circa 1930s), increasing fish and 
wildlife habitat, and creating 140 acre feet of flood storage in an urban setting. 

S C I E N T I F I C  F I E L D  T O UR S  

http://2015.fisheries.org/tours/
http://2015.fisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/White-Salmon-River-Dam-Removal-and-Tribal-Fishery-Final-0616151.jpg
http://2015.fisheries.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Urban-Stream-Restoration-in-Johnson-Creek-and-Crystal-Springs-Final-061615-1.jpg
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When: Monday, August 17, from 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm during the 145th Annual Meeting of the 
American Fisheries Society. 
 
Where: Widmer Brewing (929 N. Russell St., Portland) 
 
Whatôs the purpose?:  Are you an Oregon State University alumnus?  Join us for a chance to 
catch up with old classmates and meet other Oregon State alums! 

PDX 2015: DONõT MISS  
T H E S E  L O C A L  E V E N T S ! 

www. orafs.org 
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O S U  A L U M N I  A N D  
F R I E N D S  R E U N I O N 

Did you miss the Oregon Chapterôs Hatchery vs. Wild Salmonid Symposium earlier this year? Are you 
interested in the latest research and management on the topic from scientists from the Pacific Rim, 
Europe, and beyond? Then check out the 3 day symposium  

 

INTERACTIONS BETWEEN HATCHERY AND WILD SALMONIDS ï 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE RISKS, BENEFITS, AND 

OPTIONS FOR MANAGEMENT 

Monday, August 17, 2015: 1:20 PM-5:20 PM through Wednesday, August 19 4:00 PM 
Room C-124 (Oregon Convention Center) 

 

We will have presentations from invited speakers from the Pacific Northwest and Alaska, the East Coast, 
Japan, Europe, and South America. Attend to learn about how hatchery and wild salmonid populations 
are being managed and review the latest information on hatchery and wild salmonid genetic and 
ecological interactions.  
 
For more information, see the symposium schedule or click on the links below. 
 
Monday Symposium Presentations 
Tuesday Symposium Presentations 
Wednesday Symposium Presentations  

I N T E R A C T I O N S  B E T W E E N  H A T C H E R Y  
A N D  W I L D  S A L M O N I D S  ð 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  
S Y M P O S I U M 

https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogram/Session3487.html
https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogram/Session3888.html
https://afs.confex.com/afs/2015/webprogram/Session3889.html
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N O N G A M E  N A T I V E  F I S H  S Y P M O S I U M 

 
 

GIVE A FISH ITS DUE:  NONGAME NATIVE FISH OF THE WESTERN U.S. 
 

A symposium featuring the nongame native fish of the Western United States, to be held during 
the International 2015 American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting in Portland, OR. 

 
1:20PM Monday August 17 through 520PM Tuesday August 18, 2015 

Oregon Convention Center Room B-116 
 

The symposium includes the presentation of the  
2015 Oregon Chapter American Fisheries Society  
Native Fish Conservationist of the Year Award  

840AM Tuesday August 18
th 
 in Room B-116 of the Oregon Convention Center 

The coveted hand-carved fish award, sponsored by the Native Fish Society, honors an individu-
al outstanding in the field of native fish conservation in the State of Oregon.   

 
Attend and learn about fascinating native fish that just donôt get their due! 
Symposium Nongame Native Fish Species Checklist 
 

V Speckled Dace (Rhinichthys osculus) 
V Humpback Chub (Gila cypha) 
V Razorback Sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) 
V Colorado Pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) 
V Pahrump poolfish (Empetrichthys latos) 
V Amargosa pupfish (Cyprinodon nevadensis) 
V Speckled Dace (Rhinichthys osculus) 
V Oregon Chub (Oregonichthys crameri) 
V Lost River (Deltistes luxatus) and Shortnose (Chasmistes brevirostris) suckers 
V Miller Lake Lamprey (Entosephenus minimus) 
V Warner Sucker (Catostomus warnerensis) 
V Northern Leatherside Chub (Lepidomeda copei) 
V Utah Chub (Gila atraria) 
V Umatilla Dace (Rhinichthys umatilla)  
V Coast Range (Cotus aleuticus), Prickly (C. asper), Riffle (C. gulosus), Torrent (C. rho-
theus), and Shorthead (C. confuses) sculpin.   

 
Attend and rack up frequent flyer miles while never leaving the conference room! Symposium  
 Destination Checklist 
 

V The desert of the Southwest 
V South and Central California 
V The Grand Canyon of the Colorado River 
V The desert streams of the Western United States 
V Oregonôs Willamette River 
V The Klamath Basin 
V Great Basin in Oregon and Utah 
V Lost and Kootenai rivers of Idaho 
V Northeastern Washington 
V The Puget Sound 



9 

 

www. orafs.org 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 5 P I S C A T O R I A L  P R E S S 
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