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What seemed to be a nearly endless summer 
handed the seasonal baton to autumn with the 
arrival of the fall equinox a couple of weeks ago. 
This is my favorite time of year, especially in 
southern Oregon where Iôve spent many of the last 
15 years engaged in fall field work. Crisp mornings 
and radiant afternoons typify late September days 
in this part of the state. Aspen and willows resist 
the changing of the seasons, but itôs a losing battle 
as their vibrant emerald leaves give way to their 
golden replacements in response to the longer 
nights and falling temperatures. Itôs a special time 
of year for fieldwork. 
 
When I returned to my hotel yesterday, I checked 
in with my wife. We caught up on the dayôs events 
and she mentioned a conversation with a colleague 
which inevitably included the often-asked, ñWhat 
does your husband do?ò Over the years, sheôs 
taken my lead in whittling my generic response 
down to a sound bite of, ñHeôs a fish biologist, and 
his company is involved in stream, river, and 
wetland restoration.ò As you might expect, this 
response typically elicits more questions on what 
exactly that entails. Walking the creek today, I 
reflected on our conversation and also my wifeôs 
follow-up question, ñWell, what do you really do?ò 
as if she was no longer buying my typical story. 
 
I was drawn to our profession to learn more about 
fisheries and aquatic ecology, and who doesnôt like 
working outdoors? I gravitated to habitat restoration 
to fulfill my interest in rehabilitating damaged 
habitats, removing human-made barriers, and 
setting stream corridors on a positive trajectory for 
ecological recovery. While these goals still hold 
true, I have learned that far more can be 
accomplished through collaboration, sharing and 
mentoring, and owning what you love to do. As a 
fisheries professional, I strive to make a difference 
and do my part to improve aquatic habitats and the 
organisms that inhabit them. Perhaps this is not 
quite as brief, but it is a more meaningful response 
to the questions, ñWhat do you do and why?ò 
 
On behalf of ExCom, I would like to express my 
gratitude to the dozens of ORAFS members 
who planned and executed the amazing AFS 
Annual Meeting in Portland this past August 
(page 16). It was an exceptional effort by all 

involved! We have received so many compliments 
for all of the hard work that went into the meeting. 
ORAFS continues to set the standard for AFS 
chapters!  In case you missed it in the Summer 
issue of the Piscatorial Press, ORAFS was 
recognized with the American Fisheries Societyôs 
Outstanding Chapter of the Year Award for a 
record twelfth time!  Congratulations to everyone 
who helped make this possible! 
 
While we reflect on the Portland meetingôs 
success, planning for the ORAFS 2016 Annual 
Meeting in Seaside is well underway. As the 
Chapterôs first meeting on the coast in nearly 20 
years, President-elect Ben Clemens is leading the 
charge as Program Chair and creating an exciting 
program focused on the meetingôs theme: 
Communication, brokers in information.  If you 
missed out on Portland meeting planning, get in 
touch with Ben to see how you can help out! We 
have extensive Seaside Meeting information 
beginning on page 3. 
 
And while youôre considering helping with the 
Seaside meeting, ExCom elections are right 
around the corner!  Weôre always looking for 
energetic and engaged Chapter members to lead 
ORAFS. See page 12 for additional details on how 
to be part of the team that makes it all happen! 
 

Troy Brandt, President 

www. orafs.org 

Members of the 2014 and 2015 ExComs receiving the Outstanding 
Chapter of the Year award from AFS president Donna Parrish in 
Portland!  From left: Jason Seals, Emily Schroeder, Troy Brandt, 
Mike Gauvin, Tony Siniscal, Holly Huchko, Kelly Coates, Donna 

Parrish.  Front: Cory Sipher, Christina Murphy. 

http://orafs.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Summer2015_PP.pdf
http://orafs.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Summer2015_PP.pdf
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Details for the 2016 Annual Meeting are starting to come 

together. Most if not all of you have seen a preliminary list 

of workshops compiled for the member survey, and I 

encourage all of you to consider attending a workshop. 

There is no better way to expand your knowledge base, 

technical expertise, and networking skills than through 

some of our exciting workshops. Step out of your comfort 

zone with a workshop on professional communication with 

the media or learn about the latest in UAV applications in 

fisheries research. 

 

In other news, many of our external committees have 

been assisting the Chapter on two white papers: 

Hatchery/Wild Fish and Marine Reserves. Special thanks 

to our committee chairs for all their hard work updating 

their committee work plans. Our external committees (and 

their chairs) include the Marine Habitat and Ecology (Dr. 

Michael Harte), Natural Production (Ian Tattam), Fish 

Culture (Ryan Couture), Legislative (Josie Thompson and 

Haley Blake), Native Fish (Jim Capurso), Freshwater 

Habitat (Bill Wall), Education and Outreach (Shannon 

Richardson) and Social Media (Demian Ebert). If you are 

interested in joining any of these committees, please 

contact the appropriate chair (contact information on page 

22). 

 

The 2016 Annual Meeting in Seaside is sure to be 

exciting (details on pages 3 to 11) and will be a great 

opportunity to sit in on a committee meeting (or two!) and 

find out where you can participate. 

 

   Cory Sipher, External Director 

   ExternalDirector@orafs.org 

EXTERNAL DIRECTORõS R E P O R T 

S T U D E N T  S U B U N I T  U P D AT E 

The Oregon Chapter AFS Student Subunit is ready for the 

new academic year! A recent booth at the College of Agri-

culture welcome event was a huge success and everyone 

is looking forward to a strong new cohort.  This year the 

club is using social media, small presentations to FW clas-

ses, posters and other media to reach out to prospective 

students. The leadership team is heading off to the OSU 

challenge course for a weekend of skill building before 

continuing to plan what is sure to be an exciting line-up of 

fall activities.  Bi-weekly meetings are about to begin and 

the subunit is looking for inspiring and motivated speakers.   

 

The Fisheries and Wildlife Graduate Student Association is 

also busy planning the 2016 Research Advances in Fisher-

ies, Wildlife, and Ecology Symposium (RAFWE) which will 

take place on Friday, February 19th at the LaSells Stewart 

Center, Oregon State University. A Fall Fundraiser for the 

event will be held the evening of November 5th at Squirrels 

Tavern in Corvallis.  Come out, grab a beer, and support 

our student-run symposium!   

 

  Christina Murphy, ORAFS Vice President 

  VicePresident@orafs.org 

 

Your Executive Committee working together in Seaside to plan the 2016 Annual Meeting. 
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